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UNIT –I A BACKGROUND TO THE STUDY OF ENGLISH LITERATURE 

(12 MARKS) 

I) The Pre-Raphaelites 

II) Modern Poetry 

III) The Novel 

IV) Style 

Unit I : A Background to the study of English Literature i) The students will 

have to answer two out of four Long answer questions of 06 marks each - 12 

Marks 

I) Post Modern Poetry 

Postmodern poetry is like a colorful mosaic of words created by innovative poets 

who challenge traditional ideas about writing. One such poet is Sylvia Plath, known for 

her raw and emotional exploration of personal struggles in poems like "Daddy" and 

"Lady Lazarus." Her use of vivid imagery and unconventional metaphors reflects the 

postmodern emphasis on individual expression. 

Another prominent postmodern poet is Allen Ginsberg, famous for his poem 

"Howl," which boldly criticized society's conformity and celebrated countercultural 

ideals. Ginsberg's free verse style and frank discussions of taboo topics exemplify the 

rebellious spirit of postmodernism. 

On the other hand, E.E. Cummings experimented with language and form in his 

poetry, playing with punctuation, spacing, and syntax to create visually striking and 

unconventional poems. His works like "i carry your heart with me" showcase the 

postmodern focus on breaking linguistic norms. 

Furthermore, Adrienne Rich explored feminist and political themes in her poetry, 

challenging societal norms and advocating for social change. Her poems like "Diving 

into the Wreck" and "Snapshots of a Daughter-in-Law" reflect the postmodern interest 

in identity and power dynamics. 

Lastly, Charles Bukowski's gritty and unapologetic poems captured the harsh 

realities of urban life, depicting characters on the fringes of society with a raw and 

honest voice. His works like "Love is a Dog from Hell" and "The Days Run Away Like 

Wild Horses Over the Hills" embody the postmodern emphasis on individual experience 

and disillusionment with mainstream culture. 
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These poets, among others, have contributed to the rich tapestry of postmodern 

poetry, showcasing its diversity, experimentation, and willingness to challenge the 

status quo in the world of literature. 

 
II) Biography 

Biography is like a detailed story about a person's life, written by someone else 

who's interested in sharing that story with the world. One famous biographer is Walter 

Isaacson, who wrote about creative geniuses like Leonardo da Vinci, Albert Einstein, 

and Steve Jobs. His biographies delve deep into the lives of these influential figures, 

exploring their achievements, struggles, and impact on history. 

Another well-known biographer is Ron Chernow, acclaimed for his biographies 

of historical figures such as Alexander Hamilton, George Washington, and Ulysses S. 

Grant. Chernow's meticulous research and engaging storytelling bring these complex 

personalities to life, offering readers a glimpse into their personal and professional 

journeys. 

On the literary front, Hermione Lee is a respected biographer known for her 

insightful works on writers like Virginia Woolf, Edith Wharton, and Penelope 

Fitzgerald. Lee's biographies provide rich context and analysis of these authors' works, 

offering a deeper understanding of their literary contributions and influences. 

In the realm of political biography, Doris Kearns Goodwin stands out for her 

compelling narratives about American presidents like Abraham Lincoln, Franklin D. 

Roosevelt, and Lyndon B. Johnson. Goodwin's biographies explore the leadership 

styles, challenges, and legacies of these leaders, drawing parallels to contemporary 

issues. 

Furthermore, biographers like Jon Meacham have focused on exploring the lives of 

influential figures such as Thomas Jefferson, Andrew Jackson, and Winston Churchill. 

Meacham's biographies blend historical insight with storytelling flair, making these 

iconic figures relatable and relevant to modern readers. 

Overall, biographers play a crucial role in preserving and sharing the stories of 

remarkable individuals from various fields, offering readers an opportunity to learn 

from their experiences, achievements, and struggles. Through their meticulous research 

and compelling narratives, biographers like Walter Isaacson, Ron Chernow, Hermione 
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Lee, Doris Kearns Goodwin, and Jon Meacham bring history to life and inspire curiosity 

about the lives of extraordinary people. 

 
III) Autobiography 

Autobiography is like a personal story written by the person themselves, sharing 

their life experiences, thoughts, and feelings. One famous autobiography is "The Diary 

of a Young Girl" by Anne Frank, which chronicles her life in hiding during World War 

II. Anne's diary gives a heartfelt and honest account of the challenges faced by Jews 

during the Holocaust, making her story a powerful testament to human resilience and 

hope. 

Another notable autobiography is "Long Walk to Freedom" by Nelson Mandela, 

where he reflects on his journey from a young activist fighting against apartheid in 

South Africa to becoming the country's first black president. Mandela's autobiography 

offers insights into his struggles, triumphs, and vision for a united and democratic 

nation. 

On the literary front, Maya Angelou's autobiography series, starting with "I 

Know Why the Caged Bird Sings," is a poignant exploration of her early years, dealing 

with themes of racism, identity, and personal growth. Angelou's candid and lyrical 

writing style captivates readers and sheds light on the African American experience in 

the United States. 

In the realm of science, "The Autobiography of Charles Darwin" provides a 

fascinating look into the life and thoughts of the renowned naturalist who revolutionized 

our understanding of evolution. Darwin's autobiography delves into his scientific 

discoveries, personal struggles, and the intellectual journey that led to his 

groundbreaking theories. 

Furthermore, "Dreams from My Father" by Barack Obama is a compelling 

autobiography that traces his upbringing, cultural identity, and political awakening. 

Obama's introspective narrative offers insights into his upbringing, family dynamics, 

and aspirations for a more inclusive and just society. 

Autobiographies like those of Anne Frank, Nelson Mandela, Maya Angelou, 

Charles Darwin, and Barack Obama offer readers a personal and intimate glimpse into 

the lives of extraordinary individuals, showcasing their resilience, growth, and 
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contributions to history and society. Through their own words, these autobiographers 

inspire empathy, understanding, and a deeper appreciation for the human experience. 

 
IV) Criticism 

Literary criticism is like taking a magnifying glass to a piece of writing, 

examining its themes, style, and meanings to understand it better. One influential 

literary critic is Harold Bloom, known for his theories on the "anxiety of influence" and 

his championing of the Western literary canon. Bloom's works, such as "The Anxiety 

of Influence" and "The Western Canon," sparked debates and discussions about the 

value and interpretation of classic literature. 

Another prominent literary critic is Edward Said, who explored the intersection 

of literature, politics, and culture in works like "Orientalism" and "Culture and 

Imperialism." Said's critical perspectives on colonialism, identity, and representation 

have had a lasting impact on postcolonial studies and cultural criticism. 

On the feminist front, Sandra Gilbert and Susan Gubar's collaboration resulted 

in groundbreaking works like "The Madwoman in the Attic" and "No Man's Land," 

which examined gender roles, stereotypes, and female voices in literature. Their 

feminist literary criticism challenged traditional interpretations and highlighted the 

importance of women's perspectives. 

Additionally, Roland Barthes's "Mythologies" and "S/Z" are foundational texts 

in semiotic and structuralist literary criticism, where he analyzed signs, symbols, and 

narratives to uncover hidden meanings in cultural texts. Barthes's approach to 

deconstructing language and storytelling continues to influence contemporary literary 

theory. 

In postmodern criticism, Michel Foucault's works like "The Archaeology of 

Knowledge" and "Discipline and Punish" expanded the scope of literary analysis by 

examining power dynamics, discourse, and the construction of knowledge in society. 

Foucault's critical insights have been applied to literature, history, and cultural studies. 

Literary critics like Harold Bloom, Edward Said, Sandra Gilbert, Susan Gubar, 

Roland Barthes, and Michel Foucault have enriched our understanding of literature by 

offering diverse perspectives, theoretical frameworks, and analytical tools. Their 

contributions continue to shape the field of literary criticism, encouraging readers and 
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scholars to engage critically with texts and explore the complexities of human 

expression. 

 
 

Unit II: Introduction to Literary Terms 

I) Legislative Criticism 

II) Pragmatic Criticism 

III) Judicial Criticism 

IV) Biographical Criticism 

V) Historical Criticism 

VI) Comparative Criticism 

VII) Inductive Criticism 

VIII) Sociological Criticism  

 

i) The students will have to answer Three out of Six literary terms of Four Marks 

each 12 marks 

 
I) Legislative Criticism 

In literary studies, legislative criticism delves into how laws and regulations are 

portrayed, interpreted, and critiqued within literature. It's like examining how authors 

use legal themes and concepts to make a point or comment on society's norms and 

values. Here's a simplified overview with examples: 

Exploring Legal Themes: Literary works often incorporate legal themes to 

explore social issues, power dynamics, and moral dilemmas. For example, in Harper 

Lee's "To Kill a Mockingbird," the trial of Tom Robinson highlights racial injustice and 

the limitations of the legal system in addressing prejudice. 

Critiquing Legal Institutions: Authors may use their writing to criticize specific 

legal institutions or practices. Franz Kafka's "The Trial" is a classic example that 

satirizes bureaucracy and the dehumanizing nature of the legal process. 

Commenting on Justice: Literature also engages with questions of justice and 

fairness. Shakespeare's "The Merchant of Venice" raises ethical questions about law 

and mercy through the trial scene involving Shylock's demand for a pound of Antonio's 

flesh. 
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Reflecting Societal Values: Legal conflicts in literature often reflect broader 

societal values and norms. In Arthur Miller's "The Crucible," the witch trials serve as 

an allegory for McCarthyism and the dangers of mass hysteria and unjust accusations. 

Interpreting Legal Texts: Literary critics may analyze legal texts within 

literature, such as contracts, wills, or statutes, to uncover deeper meanings or 

symbolism. For instance, the mysterious will in Agatha Christie's "And Then There 

Were None" becomes a key element in unraveling the plot and motives of the characters. 

Challenges and Interpretations: Critics of legislative themes in literature face 

challenges in interpreting legal concepts accurately and avoiding over simplifications. 

It requires a nuanced understanding of both legal frameworks and literary techniques 

to conduct meaningful analysis.  In essence, legislative criticism in literary studies 

offers insights into how authors use legal themes to comment on society, challenge 

norms, and explore fundamental questions about justice and human behavior. 

 
II) Pragmatic Criticism 

Pragmatic criticism in literary studies focuses on how texts function in real-life 

situations and how readers interact with them to derive meaning and value. It's like 

looking at how books work in the world and what they do for people. Here's a simplified 

explanation with examples: 

Understanding Pragmatic Criticism: Pragmatic critics are interested in how 

literature affects readers' beliefs, attitudes, and actions. They look beyond the words on 

the page to consider the social, cultural, and historical contexts in which texts are read 

and interpreted. 

Reader Response: Pragmatic criticism emphasizes the role of the reader in 

constructing meaning. Each reader brings their unique experiences, values, and 

perspectives to the text, influencing how they interpret and engage with it. For example, 

J.K. Rowling's "Harry Potter" series has different meanings for readers depending on 

their age, background, and personal experiences. 

Functional Analysis: Pragmatic critics analyze how literature serves various 

functions in society. This includes exploring how texts entertain, educate, persuade, or 

challenge readers. For instance, George Orwell's "Animal Farm" functions as both a 

political allegory and a critique of totalitarianism, prompting readers to reflect on power 
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dynamics and governance. 

Contextual Considerations: Pragmatic criticism considers the social and 

historical contexts that shape both the creation and reception of literary works. For 

example, analyzing Shakespeare's "Macbeth" involves understanding the political 

climate and cultural beliefs of Jacobean England, which influenced the play's themes of 

ambition, power, and moral corruption.  

Impact and Influence: Pragmatic critics examine how literature impacts 

individuals  and  society,  influencing  beliefs,  shaping  identities,  and  sparking 

discussions. Books like Harper Lee's "To Kill a Mockingbird" have had a profound 

impact on readers by challenging racial prejudices and promoting empathy and 

understanding. 

Challenges and Perspectives: Pragmatic criticism acknowledges the diversity of 

reader responses and perspectives, recognizing that interpretations can vary widely 

based on factors such as cultural background, education, and personal beliefs. It 

encourages dialogue and debate about the meaning and significance of literary texts. 

In essence, pragmatic criticism in literary studies highlights the dynamic 

relationship between texts, readers, and society, emphasizing the practical and 

transformative roles of literature in people's lives. 

 
III) Judicial Criticism 

Judicial criticism in literary studies examines how legal themes, concepts, and 

processes are portrayed, analyzed, and critiqued within literature. It's like evaluating 

how authors use legal settings and situations to explore themes of justice, morality, and 

power. Here's a simplified explanation with examples: 

Exploring Legal Realities: Judicial criticism delves into how literature reflects 

real-world legal systems, procedures, and dilemmas. For example, in John Grisham's 

legal thriller "A Time to Kill," the trial of a black man accused of murdering his 

daughter's rapists explores issues of race, justice, and the legal process. 

Symbolism and Allegory: Authors often use legal settings and characters 

symbolically or allegorically to convey deeper meanings. In Franz Kafka's "The Trial," 

the protagonist's nightmarish experience with an opaque and oppressive legal system 

serves as a metaphor for existential angst and societal control. 
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Ethical Dilemmas: Judicial criticism examines how literature presents ethical 

dilemmas related to law and justice. In Sophocles' ancient Greek tragedy "Antigone," 

the titular character's defiance of the king's decree in favor of burying her brother raises 

questions about civil disobedience, divine law, and human authority. 

Critiquing Legal Institutions: Literary works may critique specific legal 

institutions or practices, highlighting their strengths, flaws, and implications. For 

instance, in Charles Dickens' "Bleak House," the Chancery Court's bureaucratic 

inefficiencies and injustices serve as a scathing critique of the English legal system in 

the 19th century. 

Humanizing Legal Figures: Judicial criticism explores how literature humanizes 

legal figures, depicting judges, lawyers, and jurors as complex characters with 

motivations, flaws, and moral dilemmas. In Harper Lee's "To Kill a Mockingbird," 

Atticus Finch's defense of an innocent black man challenges societal prejudices and 

portrays the ethical struggles of legal professionals. 

Interpretive Challenges: Judicial criticism faces challenges in interpreting legal 

themes accurately within literary contexts, avoiding oversimplifications, and 

recognizing the artistic license authors take in depicting legal realities. It requires a 

nuanced understanding of both legal frameworks and literary techniques to conduct 

meaningful analysis. 

In essence, judicial criticism in literary studies offers insights into how authors 

engage with legal themes to explore profound questions about justice, morality, power, 

and human nature, enriching our understanding of both literature and law. 

 
IV) Biographical Criticism 

Biographical criticism in literary studies focuses on how an author's life 

experiences, beliefs, and background influence their writing. It's like understanding how 

personal stories shape the stories they create. Here's a simplified explanation with 

examples: 

Author's Life as Context: Biographical criticism looks at an author's life to gain 

insights into their literary works. For example, knowing that J.R.R. Tolkien served in 

World War I helps us understand the themes of war, heroism, and friendship in "The 

Lord of the Rings." 
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Influences on Writing Style: An author's upbringing, education, and cultural 

milieu can shape their writing style. William Shakespeare's works, influenced by 

Elizabethan England's language and social norms, reflect his time's linguistic richness 

and dramatic flair. 

Themes and Motifs: Biographical criticism examines how an author's personal 

experiences manifest in their themes and motifs. Maya Angelou's autobiographical 

novel "I Know Why the Caged Bird Sings" explores themes of racism, identity, and 

resilience, drawing from her own struggles as an African American woman. 

Character Development: Authors often draw inspiration from people they know 

or events they've experienced when creating characters. Charles Dickens' characters, 

like Oliver Twist or Ebenezer Scrooge, reflect societal issues and human virtues or vices 

prevalent during his lifetime. 

Interpretive Considerations: While biographical criticism offers valuable 

insights, it's essential to balance it with other interpretive approaches. Authors may 

fictionalize or embellish their life stories in their works, and focusing solely on 

biography can limit interpretations. 

Cultural and Historical Context: Biographical criticism also considers the 

cultural and historical context in which an author lived. Understanding Jane Austen's 

life in Regency-era England adds depth to her novels' social commentary on class, 

marriage, and gender roles. 

Challenges and Nuances: Critics must navigate the complexities of biographical 

information, separating facts from speculation or myth. Additionally, an author's 

personal life may not always align neatly with their literary works, requiring careful 

analysis and interpretation. 

In conclusion, biographical criticism enriches our understanding of literature by 

exploring the connections between an author's life and their creative output. It sheds 

light on how personal experiences, beliefs, and contexts shape literary works, deepening 

our appreciation of the human dimension in storytelling. 

V) Historical Criticism 

Historical criticism in literary studies examines how literary works reflect and 

interact with the historical contexts in which they were written. It's like exploring how 

stories are influenced by the times in which they're told. Here's a simplified explanation 



11  

with examples: 

Understanding Historical Context: Historical criticism looks at the political, 

social, cultural, and economic factors that shape literature. For example, understanding 

the Victorian era helps us appreciate Charles Dickens' critique of societal injustices in 

"Oliver Twist" and "A Tale of Two Cities." Impact of Events: Historical events such 

as wars, revolutions, or cultural movements often find reflection in literature. George 

Orwell's "Animal Farm" uses allegory to comment on the Russian Revolution and 

totalitarian regimes. 

Cultural and Ideological Influences: Literature reflects the values, beliefs, and 

ideologies prevalent in a particular historical period. Shakespeare's plays, like 

"Macbeth" or "Hamlet," reflect Renaissance ideas about power, morality, and human 

nature. 

Social Issues and Movements: Literary works engage with social issues like 

gender roles, racial discrimination, or class struggles, mirroring historical debates and 

movements. Harriet Beecher Stowe's "Uncle Tom's Cabin" contributed to the 

abolitionist cause by exposing the cruelty of slavery. 

Language and Style: Historical criticism considers changes in language, style, 

and literary conventions over time. Analyzing Jane Austen's novels reveals shifts in 

societal norms, manners, and language usage during the Regency era. 

Reception and Interpretation: Historical criticism also examines how literary 

works were received and interpreted in their historical contexts. For instance, Mary 

Shelley's "Frankenstein" was initially read as a cautionary tale about scientific hubris 

and the consequences of playing god. 

Interdisciplinary Approach: Historical criticism often intersects with fields like 

sociology, anthropology, and cultural studies to provide a holistic understanding of 

literature's relationship with history. 

Challenges and Interpretive Nuances: Critics must be mindful of anachronistic 

interpretations and avoid imposing modern values or perspectives on historical texts. 

Contextual understanding is key to interpreting literature accurately within its historical 

milieu. 

In conclusion, historical criticism enriches our understanding of literature by 

uncovering the intricate connections between literary works and the historical contexts 
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that shape them. It illuminates how authors respond to and engage with the complexities 

of their times, offering valuable insights into human experiences across different 

epochs. 

 Comparative Criticism 

Comparative criticism in literary studies involves analyzing and comparing 

different literary works, authors, genres, or cultural contexts to gain insights into shared 

themes, techniques, or influences. It's like looking at how different pieces of a puzzle 

fit together to create a bigger picture. Here's a simplified explanation with examples: 

Comparing Themes: Comparative criticism examines how similar themes or 

motifs are explored across different works. For example, both George Orwell's "1984" 

and Aldous Huxley's "Brave New World" present dystopian futures but focus on 

different aspects of totalitarian control and societal conformity. 

Cross-Cultural Analysis: Comparative criticism involves studying literature 

from different cultures or languages to identify universal themes or cultural differences. 

An analysis of Gabriel Garcia Marquez's "One Hundred Years of Solitude" alongside 

African magical realism in works by Chinua Achebe or Ben Okri can reveal diverse 

narrative styles and storytelling traditions. 

Authorial Influences: Critics use comparative analysis to trace influences 

between authors or literary movements. Studying the influence of Romantic poets like 

William Wordsworth on American transcendentalists like Ralph Waldo Emerson sheds 

light on the interconnectedness of literary ideas across borders. 

Genre and Form: Comparative criticism explores how different genres or literary 

forms tackle similar themes or narratives. Comparing the use of symbolism in poetry 

with its use in novels like Nathaniel Hawthorne's "The Scarlet Letter" allows for a 

deeper understanding of symbolic representation in literature. 

Historical and Contextual Connections: Critics use comparative approaches to 

examine how historical contexts influence literary production. For instance, comparing 

postcolonial literature from different regions highlights diverse responses to 

colonialism, identity formation, and cultural hybridity. 

Interdisciplinary Perspectives: Comparative criticism often intersects with other 

disciplines such as philosophy, psychology, or art history to provide nuanced analyses. 
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For example, comparing existential themes in Albert Camus' "The Stranger" with 

existentialist philosophy offers insights into existential angst and the human condition. 

Global Perspectives: In today's interconnected world, comparative criticism fosters 

global literary dialogues by transcending linguistic and cultural boundaries. It 

promotes a deeper appreciation of diversity and enriches literary studies with a broader 

range of perspectives. 

Challenges and Interpretive Nuances: Critics must navigate the complexities of 

comparative analysis, avoiding simplistic parallels or generalizations. It requires a 

nuanced understanding of literary contexts, cultural nuances, and historical trajectories 

to conduct meaningful comparative criticism. 

In summary, comparative criticism in literary studies enhances our 

understanding of literature by exploring connections, contrasts, and intertextualities 

across diverse literary works and cultural landscapes. It promotes a richer appreciation 

of literary creativity and fosters cross-cultural dialogue within the realm of literature. 

 
VI) Inductive Criticism 

Inductive criticism in literary studies involves deriving general insights, themes, or 

conclusions from specific details within a literary work. It's like zooming in on the small 

pieces to understand the bigger picture. Here's a simplified explanation with examples: 

 
Analyzing Specifics: Inductive criticism starts by closely examining specific elements 

within a literary work, such as characters, settings, symbols, or narrative techniques. 

For example, analyzing the character of Jay Gatsby in F. Scott Fitzgerald's "The Great 

Gatsby" involves looking at his background, motivations, and actions in detail. 

Identifying Patterns: Inductive critics look for patterns, repetitions, or contrasts 

within the text to uncover underlying themes, motifs, or messages. For instance, 

noticing the recurring imagery of light and darkness in Joseph Conrad's "Heart of 

Darkness" can lead to insights about imperialism, morality, and human nature. 

Drawing Conclusions: Inductive criticism uses observations and patterns to draw 

broader conclusions about the text's meaning, significance, or cultural context. 

Analyzing the use of satire and irony in Jonathan Swift's "Gulliver's Travels" leads to 

interpretations about political criticism and societal norms in the 18th century. 
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Close Reading: Inductive critics engage in close reading, examining every detail 

and nuance to tease out deeper meanings and interpretations. For example, analyzing 

the structure and symbolism of Emily Dickinson's poems reveals themes of death, 

nature, and spirituality in her work. 

Interpretive Flexibility: Inductive criticism allows for interpretive flexibility, 

acknowledging that different readers may draw varied conclusions based on their 

interpretations of specific details. It encourages diverse perspectives and open-ended 

discussions about literary texts. 

Supporting Evidence: Inductive critics use textual evidence, quotes, and 

examples to support their interpretations and arguments. Referencing specific scenes or 

dialogues in William Shakespeare's "Hamlet" helps illustrate themes of revenge, 

madness, and existentialism. 

Challenges and Nuances: Inductive criticism requires attention to detail, critical 

thinking skills, and an awareness of the text's complexity. Critics must avoid 

oversimplifying interpretations or ignoring contradictory evidence to maintain 

analytical rigor. 

In summary, inductive criticism in literary studies starts with close examination 

of specific elements within a text, identifies patterns and themes, and draws broader 

conclusions about meaning and significance. It's a methodical approach that invites 

readers to delve deep into the intricacies of literature and derive rich insights from the 

details. 

 
VII) Sociological Criticism 

Sociological criticism in literary studies explores how literature reflects and 

interacts with social structures, values, and dynamics. It's like looking at how stories 

mirror society's norms, beliefs, and conflicts. Here's a simplified explanation with 

examples: 

Social Context: Sociological criticism considers the historical, cultural, and 

political contexts in which literary works are produced. For example, analyzing Jane 

Austen's "Pride and Prejudice" involves understanding Regency-era England's social 

hierarchy, gender roles, and marriage norms. 
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Social Issues: Literature often addresses social issues such as class inequality, 

racial discrimination, gender roles, or economic disparities. Harper Lee's "To Kill a 

Mockingbird" critiques racial injustice and societal prejudices through the trial of Tom 

Robinson. 

Character Representation: Sociological criticism examines how characters 

represent social groups, identities, or stereotypes. In Toni Morrison's "Beloved," Sethe's 

experiences as a former slave symbolize the collective trauma and struggles of African 

Americans. 

Cultural Critique: Literary works can serve as critiques of cultural norms, values, 

and ideologies. George Orwell's "1984" critiques totalitarianism and surveillance 

societies, reflecting concerns about power, control, and individual freedom. 

Power Dynamics: Sociological criticism analyzes power dynamics within 

narratives, including issues of privilege, oppression, resistance, and social change. In 

Margaret Atwood's "The Handmaid's Tale," the dystopian society highlights gender 

oppression and reproductive rights. 

Social Commentary: Authors use literature to comment on contemporary social 

issues or provoke thought about societal changes. Arthur Miller's play "The Crucible" 

critiques McCarthyism and the dangers of mass hysteria and false accusations. 

Reader Response: Sociological criticism also considers how readers from 

different social backgrounds interpret and relate to literary works. The reception of J.D. 

Salinger's "The Catcher in the Rye" varies based on readers' age, cultural context, and 

personal experiences. 

Interdisciplinary Approach: Sociological criticism often intersects with 

disciplines like sociology, anthropology, and cultural studies to provide comprehensive 

analyses of literature's social dimensions. 

Challenges and Interpretive Nuances: Critics must navigate the complexities of 

sociological analysis, avoiding oversimplifications or imposing modern values on 

historical texts. It requires a nuanced understanding of both literature and social theory 

to conduct meaningful sociological criticism. 

In conclusion, sociological criticism in literary studies deepens our 

understanding of literature by examining its connections to social structures, values, and 
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dynamics. It sheds light on how literature reflects, critiques, and shapes societal beliefs 

and norms, fostering dialogue about social issues and cultural transformations. 

 
UNIT- III POETRY (12 MARKS) 

I) The Road not Taken – Robert Frost 

II) Ode to the West Wind – P.B Shelley 

III) His Books – Robert Southey 

IV) King Porus - A Legend of Old - Michael Madhusudan Dutta 

 
 

i) The students will have to answer One out of Three Long answer questions of Six 

Marks 

(06 Marks) 

ii) The students will have to attempt Two out of Four passages for explanation with 

reference to the context of Three marks each. (06 Marks) 

I) The Road not Taken – Robert Frost 

"The Road Not Taken" by Robert Frost is a famous poem that explores the theme 

of decision-making and its consequences. Written in simple language, here's a detailed 

summary of the poem: 

The poem begins with the speaker describing a moment in a yellow wood where 

two roads diverge, or split apart, from each other. The speaker is faced with a choice of 

which road to take, as he cannot travel both at the same time. He looks down one road 

as far as he can see, but it bends into the undergrowth, hiding where it leads. The other 

road, however, is grassy and less traveled, indicating that fewer people have chosen it. 

The speaker pauses to consider his options, realizing that his choice will shape 

his journey and future experiences. He acknowledges that both roads have their own 

appeal and challenges. The road that many have taken seems safer and more familiar, 

while the less-traveled road appears more adventurous and unique. 

After contemplating his decision, the speaker decides to take the road less 

traveled. He admits that it might not make a significant difference at first glance, but he 

believes it will lead to a distinct experience and outcome compared to the common path. 
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As he walks down the chosen road, the speaker reflects on the decision-making 

process. He anticipates looking back on this moment in the future and telling others 

about the choice he made. He imagines that he will describe how he took the less- 

traveled path and how that choice influenced the course of his life. 

The poem concludes with the speaker expressing a sense of satisfaction and 

confidence in his decision. He believes that taking the road less traveled has made all 

the difference in shaping his experiences and defining who he is. 

Setting the Scene: The poem opens with the speaker describing a setting in a 

yellow wood, where two roads diverge. This setting represents a moment of decision 

and choice, a common metaphor for life's choices and paths. 

The Two Roads: The speaker observes that both roads look appealing, but he 

must choose only one. The first road is well-traveled and seems safe and familiar. The 

other road is less traveled, covered with grass, indicating that fewer people have chosen 

it. 

Contemplation and Decision: The speaker takes a moment to think about his 

options. He realizes that choosing one road means giving up the opportunity to explore 

the other. Despite the uncertainty and unknowns of the less-traveled road, the speaker 

decides to take that path, drawn to its uniqueness and potential for new experiences. 

Reflection on Choice: As the speaker walks down the chosen road, he reflects on 

the significance of his decision. He anticipates looking back on this moment in the 

future and telling the story of how he took the road less traveled. This reflection 

highlights the theme of individuality and the importance of making choices that align 

with one's values and desires. 

Sense of Satisfaction: The poem ends with the speaker expressing contentment 

and confidence in his decision. He believes that choosing the road less traveled has 

made a significant difference in his life, emphasizing the idea that our choices shape 

our experiences and define our journey. 

Overall, "The Road Not Taken" is a timeless exploration of decision-making, 

individuality, and the paths we choose in life. It encourages readers to reflect on their 

own choices and the impact those choices have on their personal journeys. 
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Passage for explanation with reference to the context. 

"I shall be telling this with a sigh 

Somewhere ages and ages hence: 

Two roads diverged in a wood, and I— 

I took the one less traveled by, 

And that has made all the difference." 

 
 

Reference: These lines are the most important stanzas in Robert Frost's poem "The 

Road Not Taken". 

Explanation: In the final stanza of "The Road Not Taken," the speaker reflects on the 

choice he made to take the less-traveled path. He anticipates telling this story in the 

future, suggesting that the decision will remain significant over time. The stanza carries 

a reflective tone, hinting at a mix of nostalgia and satisfaction. The speaker's choice 

symbolizes uniqueness and courage, and he believes it has made a profound difference 

in shaping his life's journey. 

 
II) Ode to the West Wind – P.B Shelley 

"Ode to the West Wind" by Percy Bysshe Shelley is a powerful poem that 

explores themes of change, transformation, and the role of the poet in society. 

The poem begins with the speaker addressing the west wind as a powerful force of 

nature. The wind is described as a "wild spirit" that moves across the land, stirring up 

the autumn leaves and clouds as it goes. The speaker marvels at the wind's strength and 

asks it to unleash its power upon him. 

The first stanza sets the tone for the poem, depicting the west wind as a symbol 

of change and renewal. The speaker longs to be moved and transformed by the wind's 

energy, just as the natural world undergoes constant cycles of rebirth. 

In the second stanza, the speaker describes the wind's impact on the environment. 

The wind is portrayed as a destroyer and a preserver, both bringing about destruction 

and clearing away the old to make room for the new. The leaves and clouds are 

compared to "ghosts" and "angels," symbolizing the cycle of life and death. 
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The third stanza shifts the focus to the speaker's own state of mind. The speaker 

feels trapped and burdened by his thoughts and emotions, likening himself to a "dead 

leaf" or a "swift cloud." He longs for the wind to sweep away his troubles and carry his 

words and ideas across the world. 

In the fourth stanza, the speaker addresses the wind as a "trumpet" of prophecy. 

He sees the wind as a symbol of inspiration and creativity, capable of spreading 

revolutionary ideas and sparking change. The speaker expresses a desire to be a "lyre" 

for the wind's music, channeling its power into his own art. 

The fifth stanza continues the theme of transformation and renewal. The speaker 

compares himself to a "faded leaf" and calls on the wind to "make me thy lyre" so that 

he may be filled with divine inspiration and creativity. He envisions himself as a vessel 

for the wind's energy, capable of creating beauty and spreading his ideas to the world. 

In the final stanza, the speaker reflects on the cyclical nature of life and the 

inevitability of change. He compares the wind to a "dirge" or funeral song, signaling 

the end of one season and the beginning of another. The speaker acknowledges the 

power of the wind to bring about both destruction and regeneration, and he expresses 

hope for a new dawn and a brighter future. 

Overall, "Ode to the West Wind" is a deeply symbolic poem that explores the 

themes of nature, creativity, and the human condition. Through vivid imagery and 

powerful language, Shelley conveys the idea of change as both a destructive and 

transformative force, highlighting the cyclical nature of life and the enduring power of 

inspiration. 

Passage for explanation with reference to the context. 

"Make me thy lyre, even as the forests are: 

What if my leaves are falling like its own! 

The tumult of thy mighty harmonies 

Will take from both a deep, autumnal tone, 

Sweet though in sadness. Be thou, Spirit fierce, 

My spirit! Be thou me, impetuous one! 

Drive my dead thoughts over the universe 

Like wither'd leaves to quicken a new birth! 
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And, by the incantation of this verse, 

Scatter, as from an unextinguish'd hearth 

Ashes and sparks, my words among mankind! 

Be through my lips to unawaken'd earth 

The trumpet of a prophecy! O Wind, 

If Winter comes, can Spring be far behind?" 

Reference: These lines are taken from the Ode to the West Wind composed by P. B. 

Shelley. 

Explanation: In the fifth stanza of "Ode to the West Wind" by Percy Bysshe Shelley, 

the speaker fervently appeals to the west wind for transformation and inspiration. Using 

vivid imagery, the speaker compares himself to a lyre, desiring to be filled with the 

wind's powerful harmonies and energy. This metaphor reflects the speaker's longing to 

be a channel for creative expression, to shed his old thoughts like falling leaves, and to 

embrace a new beginning. The stanza portrays a deep connection between the speaker 

and the natural world, as he seeks to align himself with the wind's forceful yet 

harmonious nature. 

Furthermore, the speaker expresses a desire to be a prophet-like figure, using his 

words to scatter ideas and awaken humanity to new possibilities. He envisions his words 

as ashes and sparks, symbolizing both the transformative and illuminating effects of his 

poetic vision. This stanza encapsulates the poem's overarching themes of change, 

renewal, and the enduring power of artistic expression. It highlights the speaker's 

yearning for personal growth, creative inspiration, and a profound impact on the world 

around him. 

 
III) His Books – Robert Southey 

Robert Southey's poem "His Books" is a reflection on the importance and value 

of books in a person's life. The poem begins with the speaker expressing his love and 

admiration for books, describing them as friends that have been with him through both 

joyful and sorrowful times. The speaker treasures books not just for their physical 

presence but for the knowledge, wisdom, and comfort they provide. 
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The poem delves into the different types of books that have enriched the 

speaker's life. It mentions books of science, which have expanded the speaker's 

understanding of the natural world and the universe. These books have opened new 

realms of knowledge and sparked curiosity about the mysteries of existence. 

Next, the poem discusses books of art, which have captivated the speaker with 

their beauty and creativity. These books encompass a range of artistic expressions, from 

paintings and sculptures to music and poetry. They evoke emotions and inspire the 

imagination, allowing the reader to experience the richness of human creativity. 

The speaker also acknowledges the importance of history books, which offer 

insights into the past and help us learn from the experiences of previous generations. 

Through historical accounts, we gain a deeper understanding of society, culture, and the 

human condition. History books serve as a bridge between the past and the present, 

illuminating the roots of contemporary issues and developments. 

Moving on, the poem touches upon books of philosophy and wisdom, which 

provide guidance and perspective on life's profound questions. These books delve into 

ethical principles, moral dilemmas, and existential inquiries, prompting readers to 

contemplate the meaning and purpose of their existence. They offer philosophical 

insights that can shape one's worldview and values. 

The poem also pays tribute to books of religion and spirituality, which explore 

faith, spirituality, and the search for transcendence. These books delve into the 

mysteries of divine presence, morality, and the human soul. They offer solace and 

spiritual nourishment, providing a sense of connection to something greater than 

oneself. 

As the poem progresses, the speaker reflects on the diverse array of books that 

have enriched his intellectual and emotional life. From books of travel that transport the 

reader to distant lands to books of fiction that weave captivating narratives, each genre 

contributes to the multifaceted tapestry of human experience. 

The poem concludes with a reaffirmation of the enduring value of books. Despite 

the passage of time and the changes in society, books remain steadfast companions that 

continue to educate, inspire, and uplift. They are a source of comfort and 

companionship, offering refuge and stimulation to the mind and spirit. 
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In essence, "His Books" celebrates the profound impact of literature and 

knowledge, emphasizing the timeless significance of books as sources of 

enlightenment, enjoyment, and enrichment in our lives. Through its lyrical verses, the 

poem invites readers to cherish and appreciate the transformative power of books in 

shaping our understanding of the world and ourselves. 

Passage for explanation with reference to the context. 

"He loved the twilight hour of musing; 

When, floating on some idle theme, 

His full-fed fancy, richly choosing, 

Wove many a wild, yet witching dream." 

Reference: The above lines are taken from Robert Southey's poem "His Books". 

Explanation: In this stanza, Southey captures the essence of the speaker's deep 

connection with books and the profound impact they have on his imagination and 

thought process. 

The speaker expresses a fondness for the quiet moments of reflection, often associated 

with the twilight hours when the day transitions into evening. It suggests a time of 

calmness and introspective thought. Further the speaker describes how his mind 

wanders and drifts, guided by seemingly trivial or "idle" topics. This reflects the 

spontaneous and free-flowing nature of creative thinking, where ideas can emerge from 

seemingly mundane or unassuming sources. The phrase "full-fed fancy" suggests that 

the speaker's imagination is nourished and satisfied, indicating a wealth of ideas and 

inspirations. The word "fancy" refers to the imaginative faculty, and "richly choosing" 

implies a deliberate and selective process of engaging with thoughts and ideas. The line 

"Wove many a wild, yet witching dream" epitomizes the creative power of the speaker's 

mind as it weaves intricate and captivating dreams or fantasies. The adjective "wild" 

suggests the untamed and unrestrained nature of these imaginative constructs, while 

"witching" adds an element of enchantment or fascination, indicating the allure and 

magic of creative thinking. 

Overall, this stanza encapsulates the speaker's love for the imaginative process 

inspired by books. It portrays a deep appreciation for the way books stimulate the mind, 
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spark creativity, and lead to the weaving of captivating mental landscapes filled with 

dreams and ideas. 

 
IV) King Porus - A Legend of Old - Michael Madhusudan Dutta 

King Porus - A Legend of Old" by Michael Madhusudan Dutta is a poem that 

tells the legendary story of King Porus, a brave and noble ruler from ancient India. Let's 

break down the poem into simpler language to understand its essence: 

The poem begins by introducing King Porus as a heroic and just king who ruled 

over a prosperous kingdom. He was known for his wisdom, courage, and compassion 

towards his people. King Porus was highly respected and admired by his subjects, who 

were grateful for his benevolent rule. 

One day, King Porus receives news of an impending invasion by Alexander the 

Great, a powerful conqueror from the West. Alexander is depicted as a formidable and 

ambitious leader who seeks to expand his empire by conquering new lands. Upon 

hearing this news, King Porus prepares his kingdom for defense, knowing that they face 

a formidable enemy. 

As Alexander's army approaches, King Porus rallies his soldiers and leads them 

into battle with determination and bravery. The poem vividly describes the fierce clash 

between the two armies, highlighting the chaos and intensity of war. Despite facing 

overwhelming odds, King Porus and his soldiers fight valiantly to defend their 

homeland. 

During the battle, King Porus displays remarkable courage and strategic acumen, 

inspiring his troops to stand firm against the enemy onslaught. He leads by example, 

charging into the fray and fearlessly confronting the enemy forces. His leadership and 

valor inspire admiration and loyalty among his soldiers. 

The poem also portrays the emotional turmoil and sacrifices of war, depicting 

scenes of bravery, camaraderie, and loss on the battlefield. The clash between the Indian 

and Macedonian forces is depicted as a dramatic and pivotal moment in history, 

highlighting the clash of civilizations and ideals. 

Despite their best efforts, King Porus and his army eventually face defeat at the 

hands of Alexander's superior forces. The poem conveys a sense of tragedy and loss as 
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King Porus and his warriors bravely fight until the end, refusing to surrender or retreat. 

Their resilience and spirit in the face of adversity leave a lasting impression. 

After the battle, King Porus is captured by Alexander but is treated with respect 

and admiration for his bravery and honor. Alexander recognizes King Porus's noble 

qualities and offers him a position of authority within his empire. King Porus, although 

defeated, retains his dignity and pride, earning the respect of even his conqueror. 

The poem concludes with a reflection on the timeless virtues of courage, honor, 

and resilience embodied by King Porus. His story becomes a legend, inspiring future 

generations with tales of valor and sacrifice. The poem celebrates the enduring legacy 

of a heroic king who stood tall in the face of adversity and left an indelible mark on 

history. 

In essence, "King Porus - A Legend of Old" is a tribute to the courage, leadership, 

and indomitable spirit of King Porus, highlighting his role as a symbol of defiance and 

honor in the face of overwhelming odds. 

Passage for explanation with reference to the context. 

“Then Porus called aloud, 'Oh, Indians, know 

That victory on our steel-tipped arrows waits, 

And to our arms avenge the nation's woes!” 

Reference: These lines are taken from the Poem “King Porus - A Legend of 

Old” composed by Michael Madhusudan Dutta. 

Explanation: In these lines from "King Porus - A Legend of Old" by Michael 

Madhusudan Dutta, King Porus is depicted as a strong and inspirational leader. When 

he calls out to his fellow Indians, he is invoking a sense of unity and resilience in the 

face of adversity. 

The phrase "victory on our steel-tipped arrows waits" symbolizes the confidence 

and readiness of King Porus and his army to confront the enemy, implying that they are 

well-prepared for battle and believe in their ability to triumph. The mention of "steel- 

tipped arrows" evokes imagery of a formidable and well-equipped military force. 

Additionally, King Porus emphasizes the need to avenge the nation's woes, 

indicating that their fight is not just for victory but also for justice and retribution. This 
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highlights King Porus's sense of duty and responsibility towards his people, as he seeks 

to protect and defend their homeland from foreign invasion. 

Overall, these lines capture the essence of King Porus's leadership qualities, 

including his bravery, strategic thinking, and devotion to his nation. He inspires his 

troops to stand united and fight with determination, embodying the spirit of resilience 

and patriotism in the face of external threats. 

 
UNIT- IV- NOVEL (12 MARKS) 

Wings of Fire: An Autobiography (Abridged, Special Student Edition) - A P J Abdul 

Kalam, Published by Universities Press. 

 
i) Students will have to answer Two out of Four long answer questions of Six marks 

each. (12 Marks) 

 
"Wings of Fire" is an autobiography by Dr. APJ Abdul Kalam, the renowned 

Indian scientist and former President of India. The book chronicles Kalam's early life, 

his journey in the field of aerospace engineering, and his experiences as a leader and 

visionary. It provides insights into Kalam's upbringing, education, and the key moments 

that shaped his career and beliefs. 

Early Life and Education 

Kalam was born on October 15, 1931, in Rameswaram, a small town in Tamil 

Nadu, India. He came from a modest background and his father, Jainulabdeen, was a 

boat owner and imam at a local mosque. Despite their financial struggles, Kalam's 

parents instilled in him a strong sense of values, discipline, and a love for learning. 

Kalam's interest in science and flight was sparked at a young age when he 

watched birds soaring through the sky. He was also inspired by his teacher, 

Sivasubramania Iyer, who nurtured his curiosity and encouraged him to pursue his 

dreams. Kalam excelled in school and went on to study aerospace engineering at Madras 

Institute of Technology (MIT), where he honed his skills and laid the foundation for his 

future career. 
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Career at DRDO and ISRO 

After completing his education, Kalam joined the Defence Research and 

Development Organisation (DRDO) as a scientist. He played a pivotal role in India's 

missile development program, particularly in the development of ballistic missiles like 

the Agni and Prithvi. 

Kalam's work ethic, innovative thinking, and leadership abilities were evident 

throughout his tenure at DRDO, where he rose through the ranks and earned the respect 

of his colleagues. His contributions to India's defense capabilities were significant, and 

he was known for his dedication to advancing technology for the benefit of the nation. 

Later, Kalam transitioned to the Indian Space Research Organisation (ISRO) as the 

Project Director of India's first indigenous satellite launch vehicle program. He led the 

successful launch of the SLV-III rocket, which placed the Rohini satellite in orbit. This 

achievement marked a milestone in India's space exploration journey and solidified 

Kalam's reputation as a visionary scientist. 

Presidential Years 

In 2002, Kalam was elected as the 11th President of India, serving in the role 

until 2007. His presidency was marked by a focus on youth empowerment, education, 

and innovation. Kalam was a beloved leader who connected with people from all walks 

of life, especially the youth, whom he often referred to as the "future of India." 

During his presidency, Kalam continued to advocate for scientific research and 

technological advancements. He traveled extensively, engaging with students, 

scientists, and leaders worldwide to promote collaboration and exchange of ideas. 

Kalam's tenure as President was characterized by his humility, integrity, and 

commitment to serving the nation. 

Philosophy and Vision 

Throughout "Wings of Fire," Kalam shares his philosophy on life, leadership, 

and nation-building. He emphasizes the importance of perseverance, hard work, and 

continuous learning in achieving one's goals. Kalam also stresses the need for ethical 

leadership, humility, and compassion in making a positive impact on society. 
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One of Kalam's key messages is the power of dreams and imagination. He 

encourages readers to dream big, set ambitious goals, and work tirelessly to turn their 

dreams into reality. Kalam's own life journey, from a humble background to becoming 

a renowned scientist and President, is a testament to the transformative power of dreams 

and determination. 

Legacy and Impact 

Dr. APJ Abdul Kalam's legacy extends far beyond his achievements in science 

and politics. He is remembered as the "People's President" and a role model for aspiring 

leaders, scientists, and innovators. Kalam's ideas and teachings continue to inspire 

millions around the world, shaping a legacy of optimism, progress, and service to 

humanity. 

"Wings of Fire" not only chronicles Kalam's personal story but also serves as a 

source of motivation and guidance for individuals striving to make a difference in their 

own lives and communities. Kalam's unwavering belief in the potential of individuals 

and the power of knowledge remains a timeless source of inspiration for generations to 

come. 

In short, "Wings of Fire" by APJ Abdul Kalam is a captivating autobiography 

that provides a glimpse into the life, achievements, and philosophy of one of India's 

most revered figures. Kalam's journey from humble beginnings to becoming a 

visionary scientist and President is a testament to the transformative power of 

education, perseverance, and a strong sense of purpose. His legacy continues to 

inspire people worldwide to dream big, work hard, and contribute positively to society. 


